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Examples of
Saoils pH scale

Common acids
and alkalis

1 :I ’ 8 Battery acid
Stomach acid
Acid sulfat 2 Lemon juice Aeidi
cldic
sols 3 Winegar
Coffee
Forest soil 4
> Rain water
Humid climate: 6
arable soils
7 -4 Pure water Meutral
Calcareous.
soils 8
Sea water
Sodicsoil 2]
10 Milk of magnesia
. Alkaline
- s

v Sodium hydroxide

Figure 1. The pH scale (From Nutrient Manager, 1996).
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Low pH High pH

Weakly bound:
K, S, Ca, Mg

° Strongly bound:
Fe, Mn, B, Cu, Zn

/H: Hydrogen
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Acidic Neutral Alkaline

Strongly acidic Optimum pH range
for plant growth

Strong alkalinity
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